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Yuichiro Hirano*'! (2023) Development and Current Situation of Forest Use by Camping Sites in Japan. J Jpn For Soc 105:
76-86 After the Second World War, camping and camping sites in forests have developed and increased significantly from the 1980 s to
1990 s in Japan, relying on the laws and institutions established from the 1950 s to 1970 s across multiple administrative sectors, obtaining
social approval as a legitimatized outdoor activity and forest use. Since the 2000s, the management of these camping sites has deteriorated
mainly owing to economic recession, which caused the movement of camping site renewal by the private sector. This movement directed the
diversification of forest use by camping sites in recent years. Camping facilities have been developed in many ways to meet the needs of
campers, including organized group camps that promote education and experience in forests, solo camps, glamping, and workcations under
the spread of the COVID-19 that demand relaxing or productive environment, and leisure camps that require enrichment of outdoor activities.
As a result of this diversification, possibilities for effective utilization of forests and regional revitalization through the management of
camping sites have been observed. Many camping sites have utilized forest lands, standing trees, and forest spaces to develop facilities and
services, and there are cases where firewood production for campers has promoted the reorganization and development of local forestry and
securing of personnel for forest management. In addition to securing local employment brought by reorganization, local revitalization in rural
and mountainous areas has been promoted through the linkage of the needs of campers to positive economic effects, increase of the visitors
who deeply connected to local people, and comprehensive and sustainable use of resources in local societies.
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